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head of the most important monasteries. When one of Trans-
these Grand Lamas dies his disciples do not sorrow, for migration!
they know that he will soon reappear, being born in the divine
form of an infant. Their only anxiety is to discover theLamas-
place ot his birth. If at this time they see a rainbow
they take it as a sign sent them by the departed Lama to
guide them to his cradle. Sometimes the divine infant him-
self reveals his identity. " I am the Grand Lama," he says,
" the living Buddha of such and such a temple. Take me
to my old monastery. I am its immortal head." In what-
ever way the birthplace of the Buddha is revealed, whether
by the Buddha's own avowal or by the sign in the sky, tents
are struck, and the joyful pilgrims, often headed by the king
or one of the most illustrious of the royal family, set forth
to find and bring home the infant god. Generally he is
born in Tibet, the holy land, and to reach him the caravan
has often to traverse the most frightful deserts. When at
last they find the child they fall down and worship him.
Before, however, he is acknowledged as the Grand Lama
whom they seek he must satisfy them of his identity. He
is asked the name of the monastery of which he claims to be
the head, how far off it is, and how many monks live in it;
he must also describe the habits of the deceased Grand
Lama and the manner of his death. Then various articles,
as prayer-books, tea-pots, and cups, are placed before him,
and he has to point out those used by himself in his previous
life. If he does so without a mistake his claims are
admitted, and he is conducted in triumph to the monastery.1
At the head of all the Lamas is the Dalai Lama of Lhasa,
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